TWO ON A TOWER

replying I can quite understand: your motive in
coming I can also understand and appreciate in a
brother. If I feel convinced that it would be a
seemly and expedient thing I will come to Welland
to-morrow.'

The point to which Louis had brought the Bishop
being so satisfactory, he feared to endanger it by
another word. He went away almost hurriedly, and
at once left the precincts of the cathedral, lest another
encounter with Dr. Helmsdale should lead the latter
to take a new and slower view of his duties as
Viviette's suitor.

He reached Welland by dinner-time, and came
upon Viviette in the same pensive mood in which
he had left her. It seemed she had hardly moved
since.

' Have you discovered Swithin St. Cleeve's address?1
she said, without looking up at him.

'No/ said Louis.

Then she broke out with indescribable anguish:
' But you asked me to wait till this evening; and
I have waited through the long day, in the belief
that your words meant something, and that you
would bring good tidings! And now I find your
words meant nothing, and you have not brought good
tidings! *

Louis could not decide for a moment what to say
to this. Should he venture to give her thoughts a
new course by a revelation of his design ? No: it
would be better to prolong her despair yet another
night, and spring relief upon her suddenly, that she
might jump at it and commit herself without an
interval for reflection on certain aspects of the
proceeding.

Nothing, accordingly, did he say; and conjecturing
that she would be hardly likely to take any desperate
step that night, he left her to herself.

His anxiety at this crisis continued to be great.
Everything depended on the result of the Bishop's
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